
Friendship Elementary Newsletter 

Dear Friendship Family, 

 

Spring has sprung, along with our construction!  We are getting ready for some major moves again.  Tentatively, we are look-

ing at the week of April 16th to start the move into the new section.  Grades three and four will make their last move into 

their brand new classrooms.  Second grade will follow at the end of the month as we get ready to renovate their hallway.  In 

May we are looking for the new gym to open, along with the newly renovated wing in the first hallway.  We will then have 

sixth grade move into their new classrooms, along with first grade into their temporary rooms for the remainder of the year.  

Then we close up the all remaining areas in June for the summer so our amazing construction team can begin work on the 

cafeteria, stage, kindergarten classes, health room, and offices.  Mrs. Farmer, Mrs. Devilbiss, and I will have a temporary 

home at Southern Elementary this summer.  Whew!  As you can see, much will be happening in the next few months.  Any 

helping hands are greatly appreciated.   Look for the flier to sign up to volunteer. 

 

I am so proud of our second through sixth graders.  Everyone worked so hard and gave their best effort on their Terra Novas 

and Reading and Math PSSA assessments during March.  Applying the perseverance and “I can” attitude the students dis-

played over the testing period to everyday living will serve them well in life.  Our fifth graders are preparing for the writing 

PSSA and our fourth graders are gearing up for the science PSSA later this month.  Great job Friendship students! 

 

Report cards come home Friday, April 13th.  We look forward to Kindergarten registration on April 11th, plus Grandparents’/

Special Relatives’ Day on April 26th and 27th.  Information about all events will be sent home with your child. 

 

Grandparents’ Day will look very different this year due to construction.  We ask you follow the guidelines in the sign-up flier 

coming home.  Due to construction, limited parking, and concerns with the flow of traffic in the building, we ask you to limit 

the number of visitors for your child.  Ideally, we love to see a grandparent per child.  We know this is not always possible, 

so we extend the visit to our “Special Relatives” for those children who would otherwise not have anyone coming to visit.  In 

the past, some children have had up to 16 (yes, 16) visitors coming on this day.  There just is no way we can safely manage 

this many people this year.  Please limit your visitors to 4 or less.  If a child has more than 4 grandparents, we certainly will 

invite them here. Visitation will be from 9:30 to 11:00 OR 1:00 to 2:30 on both days.  We ask for you to pick one day to vis-

it.  We will not be able to serve lunch or even have a space for refreshments.  Next year we look forward to showing off our 

brand new school with lots of space! 

 

As always, thank you for your continued support as we work together, home and school, to provide an exceptional educa-

tional experience for our children.  I cannot ask for a more supportive community to work with during this construction pro-

ject.  You have been wonderful and I count myself blessed to be here! 

 

Sincerely, 

Beth M. Koontz 

 

Lost and Found 

A Lost and Found rack is placed in the main lobby.  Please feel free to take a look on the rack for any items that may belong 

to your child.  There are many sweatshirts, coats, backpacks, lunch bags, jewelry, etc. that have not been claimed by the 

students. 



Spring has officially sprung and March, well, marched right past, and Spring break is just around 

the corner!  If you have not had a chance to visit the school lately I encourage you to do so as the 

renovation is really taking shape, and it looks amazing.  The fifth grade classes have moved into 

their new classrooms and they are wonderful: FES has moved into the 21st century with smart 

boards, integrated sound system, and wireless internet. 

 

I would like to thank everyone who participated in the spring Yankee Candle fundraiser. All of the 

money raised from this fundraiser will go towards the purchase of an aquatics pond that every stu-

dent at FES will use as an instructional aide for science. Remember, to pick up your ordered items 

on Monday, April 23rd from 5 until 7pm. 

 

On March 28th and 29th the sixth grade class will presented the Real Story of the Three Little Pigs; 

they gave a terrific performance.  Even if you do not have a sixth grader I hope that you came out 

and enjoyed the show and the wonderful desserts that were   donated by FES families.  Thank you 

to the students, Mrs. Chase, Mrs. Willis, Mrs. Childs (I apologize if I forgot to mention someone) and 

the many parent volunteers who worked really hard to present an excellent show! I would also like 

to thank Allison Mummert and Kathy Fugate for organizing the event. 

 

On April 13th FES PTO will host Cruise Night, a themed dance from 7 to 8:30 p.m. This should be a 

fun night for all and a chance to relax and blow off some steam! Look for more details to be coming 

home soon. 

FES will also be hosting Grandparents/Special Relatives Day on April 26 and 27th.  

Our next Rita’s Celebrity Scoop Night will be on Thursday, May 10th. 

Also in May, FES will host a spring yard sale and Relay for Life mini-thon to raise money for Relay for 

Life. 

Please check the calendar on the district website for more upcoming events. 

 

Once again I encourage you to check out your PTO and become involved in any way that you can.  

There are many things that you can do to help that require little time commitment but are of big val-

ue.  Donating baked goods for different events, set up or clean up, taking tickets at the door, mak-

ing phone calls, counting box tops, are just a few ways that you could help.  To find out more, 

please plan to attend the next PTO meeting on April 17th at 7p.m. in the FES library. 

   

On behalf of the FES PTO I would like to wish everyone a happy spring and Easter holiday, 

Warm regards, 

Julie Stewart, FES PTO president 
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The PTO would like to thank  everyone who helped make the Yankee Can-

dle Spring fundraiser such a huge success! Congratulations to Claire Mor-

gan for raising $406,making her the top seller school wide! We would also 

like to congratulate McKenna Douts, Olivia Thayer, Jacob Ryan, Michael 

Staub, Gillian Smyth, and Kelsey Price for being the top sellers in their 

grade levels.  

 

Fundraiser pick up is scheduled for Monday April 23,2012 from 5pm-7pm. 

We are looking for a few helpers to help carry boxes.  If you are available to 

help on the evening of the delivery please email Sarah  

sfrane@comcast.net  

THANK YOU to all the parents and teachers that helped with this year's 

6th Grade Dessert Theater - The Real Story of The Three Little Pigs - it 

was a huge success because of all of those involved.  The cast and crew 

did a fabulous job and the desserts were YUMMY!! 

Allison Mummert - co chair 

Kathy Fugate - co chair 

Congratulations to Mrs. Pickel’s (Miss Peterson's)  Third grade class for winning the Spring Box Tops 

collection drive!  This class collected a total of 2,371 Box Tops, and the PTO will be treating them to 

an ice cream party! Thank you to all of the students for bringing in Box Tops; please continue to save 

them over the summer and bring them to your classroom in the Fall.  You can even ask your family, 

neighbors, and friends, who may not need them, to save them for you.  This year our school has 

earned a total of $3,493.00 which is terrific!  The money from the Fall went for the purchase of a trav-

erse climbing wall for the new gymnasium.  The $1,400.00 that we collected in the Spring is being set 

aside for the new Aquatic Pond. 

I also want to thank the volunteers who trimmed, counted, and bundled Box Tops for their child’s 

classroom.  Your help and service is deeply appreciated, and hopefully many of you will volunteer for 

this coming school year. 

Sincerely, 

Christine Alexander, Box Tops Coordinator 
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